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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because the top of trading card 20c should be 
labeled - Scorpion --, not "Saturn". 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 
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The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the inclusion of legal 
phraseology, "means" in lines 2, 3, and 6. Further, the first sentence has been drafted 
as a long run-on sentence, much like claim 1 , which is improper. The abstract should be 
in narrative and should consist of a series of complete sentences forming a single 
paragraph. 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Page 9, line 1: "trading card" should be - trading cards 
Page 1 1 , line 7: "display monitor 26" should be - display monitor 14 
Page 12, line 4: "CPU 40" should be - CPU 41 «. 
Page 15, lines 6-8: "a trading card in which ... will be paid out" is difficult to 
comprehend. The phrase should be reworded. 
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Page 17, line 1: "from the trading card, for example" should be eliminated. 
According to the first part of the sentence, there is no trading card in the trading 
card slot. 

Page 19, line 14: Tig.6" should be - Fig. 5 ~. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 8, lines 6-7: "the read character data" should be - the character data read 
by the card reader - in order to be consistent with the claim language as recited 
in claim 7, lines 11-12. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
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the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. 

The limitation, "selecting means for selecting" in claim 4, line 2 is understood to 
be a means plus function claim under 35 (JSC 112, paragraph 6. However, "selecting 
means" is not adequately described in the specification on page 23, lines 5-12. To 
select a reward trading card among a plurality of trading cards, a computer program 
appears to be implemented to enable such a selection. However, under 35 USC 101 , 
computer programs themselves are not patentable subject matter. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is indefinite because it is not clear as to whether the payout means 
encompasses the data reading means (see specification page 19, lines 14-19), or that 
the data reading means is a separate electronic device from the payout means. For the 
rejections below, the examiner assumes that the data reading means is a separate 
device from the payout means. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 1 . Claims 1,2,3,5,6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Nakamura (US 6,468,162). 

Re claim 1: Nakamura discloses a gaming machine comprising data reading means for 
reading character data from at least one inserted trading card (col. 6, lines 35-39); and 
payout means for paying out at least one reward trading card (72) (see Fig. 3A; col. 13, 
lines 18-19), wherein the at least one reward trading card stores updated character data 
on a basis of both a status of a game and the character data read by the data reading 
means (col. 4, lines 5-8; col. 9, lines 54-56; col. 10, lines 23-27). 

Re claim 2: Nakamura further discloses a payout means, which pays out the at least 
one inserted trading card as the at least one reward trading card (68, 70) (see Fig 3A; 
col. 15, lines 2-4: if the character information of the inserted memory card is updated, 
then the same card is used as the reward trading card). 
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Re claim 3: Nakamura further discloses the payout means that includes writing means 
for writing the updated character data in the at least one reward trading card (col. 6, 
lines 25-28). 

Re claim 5: Nakamura further discloses the character data, which includes capability 
and attribute values (col. 6, lines 17-25). 

Re claim 6: Nakamura further discloses the payout means (col. 13, lines 18-19) that 
includes printing means for printing an image on a surface of the at least one reward 
trading card (col. 13, lines 11-13). 

Re claim 8: Nakamura discloses a method for controlling a gaming machine including a 
card reader (col. 6, lines 35-39) and a card writer (col. 6, lines 25-28), comprising: 
reading character data from at least one inserted trading card (col. 6, lines 35-37); 
advancing a game based on the character data (col. 6, lines 44-51; col. 9, lines 32-33); 
and writing updated character data to at least one reward trading card, the updated 
character data being on a basis of both a status of the game and the read character 
data (col. 4, lines 5-8; col. 9, lines 54-56; col. 10, lines 23-27). 

12. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Muroi (US 2002/0052238). 
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Re claim 7: Muroi discloses a gaming machine comprising a card reader which reads 
character data from at least one inserted trading card (claim 1, lines 13-17); a card 
writer which writes updated character data on at least one reward trading card (claim 1, 
lines 13-15; paragraph 0039, lines 3-6); and a controller (11: CPU, which functions as a 
controller) which executes a predetermined computer program (pg. 5, right col., claim 8, 
lines 1-4), the controller (1 1 ) being connected to the card reader and the card writer 
(Fig. 1: the CPU is connected to the reader/writer through the data/address bus (1K) 
and the transmission/reception interface), wherein the controller causes the card reader 
to read the character data from the at least one inserted trading card (claim 8, lines 1-7), 
causes a game to advance on a basis of the character data read by the card reader 
(claim 8, lines 11-14), and causes the card writer to write the updated character data on 
a basis of both a status of the game and the character data read by the card reader 
(claim 8, lines 16-18; claim 4, lines 5-9). 

Re claim 8: Muroi discloses a method for controlling a gaming machine including a card 
reader (claim 1, lines 13-17) and a card writer (claim 1, lines 13-15), comprising: 
reading character data from at least one inserted trading card (claim 8, lines 5-7); 
advancing a game based on the character data (claim 8, lines 11-14); and writing 
updated character data to at least one reward trading card, the updated character data 
being on a basis of both a status of the game and the read character data (claim 8, lines 
16-18; claim 4, lines 5-9). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakamura in view of Buckley (US 5,036,472). The teachings of Nakamura have been 
discussed above. 

However, Nakamura fails to disclose or fairly suggest the selecting means for 
selecting the at least one reward trading card among a plurality of trading cards stocked 
in the gaming machine. Buckley teaches a selecting means for selecting a card form 
among a plurality of forms stocked in a machine (Fig. 4; col. 6, lines 21-22; col. 1, lines 
46-54). 

Therefore, in view of Buckley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to include a selecting means for selecting 
a card to Nakamura's gaming machine in order to allow selection of a particular reward 
trading card from a stack of cards with character data stored in advance instead of 
having to update character data and reprint an image on the inserted trading card. 
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Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Peppel discloses an electronic trading card. Grady discloses a 
card reader and scanner device and methods of using the same. Pearson discloses a 
video sports game system using trading cards. Siegel discloses an electronic gaming 
method using coded input data. Swanberg discloses interactive computer games. 
Weston discloses a method of game play using an RFID tracking device. Kawahara 
discloses a card for game and for trade, and its operation system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer Leung whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1342. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon -Thur, every other Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jong-Suk (James) Lee can be reached on 571-272-7044. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jennifer Leung 
September 26, 2006 





